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SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE CONTINUES ON HELICOPTER INCIDENT 
REES: PANAMA 5371, 5388 

1. LOCAL TABLOID "CRITICA" CONTINUES TO PRESS ITS CHARGE THAT 
HELICOPTER CARYING BANZER AND TORRIJOS WAS HARRASSED BY U.S. 
AIRCRAFT OVER THE CANAL ZONE. THIS MORNING'S BLAST HEADED 
"SOUTHERN CAMMAND LIES ", QOUTES HELICOPTER PILOT ROMO'S 
CHARACTERIZATION OF SOUTHCOM PRESS RELEASE ON THE INCIDENT AS "ONE 
OF THE MOST BAREFACED LIES I HAVE EVER HEARD." ROMO SAYS THAT 

THE FAA CONTROL CENTER DENIED HAVING CONTROL OF THE TWO A-7’S, 

AND CLAIMS THAT THE FAA CALLED HIM TO APOLOGIZE FOR THE INCIDENT 
AS HE WAS LANING AT PAITILLA AIRPORT. HE INDICATED THAT THE 
FAA SHOULD RELEASE THE TAPES OE FLIGHT OPERATIONS DURING 
THE INCIDENT TO PROVIDE THE TRUTH, BECAUSE "THEY CAN'T BE 
ERASED LIKE THE WATERGATE TAPES." 

2. USSOUTHCOM PRESS RELEASE ON THE INCIDENT IS ERONT-PAGED 

IN ALL PAPERS EXCEPT CRITICA. EXCERPTS WERE PRESENTED BY BOTH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LOCAL TV CHANNELS ON LAST NIGHT'S EVENING NEWS. 

3. COMMENTARY ON INCIDENT IS LIMITED TO CARLOS NUNEZ' 

"PISANDO CAl.LOS" COUMN IN CRITICA, WHICH CRITICIZES LOCAL 

TV STATIONS FOR SEEKING INFORMATION ON THE INCIDENT FROM THE 
"YANKEES IN THE CANAL ZONE", INSTEAD OF CONTACTING ROMO TO 
VERIFY CRITICA'S VERSION. NUNEZ WASPISHLY SUGGESTS THAT LOCAL 
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STATIONS ARE MORE "PRO-YANKEE THAN CHANNEL 8 (ARMED FORCES 
TELEVISION) IN THE CANAL ZONE." 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE CRITICA'S EEFORTS TO THE CONTRARY, 

THE INCIDENT WILL LIKELY FADE RAPIDLY FROM THE PUBLIC 
CONSCIOUSNESS. 

JORDEN 
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